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VOLUNTEERS’ 


EN thousand firemen in uniform, 
300 pieces of apparatus, from 
bucket wagons 200 years old to the 
latest high pressure pumpers, capped 
Volunteers’ Days, August 15-18, at the 
New York World’s Fair. The Volunteers 
marched in 14 divisions to the music 
of 52 bands and drum corps, includ- 
ing that of the New York City Fire 
Department. The 149 companies, in- 
cluding crack fire fighters from Maine, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, and Pennsylvania, moved 
through the principal avenues of the 
fair in a parade that dwarfed any fire- 
men’s turnout seen before. Along the 
lines gathered individual firemen from 
many states and Canada, whose depart- 
ments were not able to make the trip. 
The pageant opened on Tuesday 


INTERNATIONAL 


with the annual convention of the 
Firemen’s Association of the State of 
New York. John J. McElligott, Fire 
Chief and Commissioner of New York, 
and New York’s famous Mayor La- 
Guardia spoke to the delegates. John 
J. McConnell was re-elected President 
of the association. 

On Tuesday afternoon there was a 
short parade of the Queens County 
Exempt and Veterans’ Associations 
with old fire engines. Then a demon- 
stration in the Court of Peace of old 
and new fire fighting methods. The 
Nassau County Fire School, represent- 
ing 15 fire departments, demonstrated 
modern ladder, hose and rescue work 
including carrying persons down lad- 
ders, jumping into nets, resuscitation 
and use of gas masks. 


Boston, Massachusetts 


NATIONAL MUSTER AT WORLD’S FAIR 


The national tournament, held on 
August 17, brought together 3,000 men 
and about 300 pieces of apparatus. The 
eight events included a three man lad- 
der climbing contest; a ladder raising 
contest for motor hook and ladder 
companies; putting a hose line in op- 
eration from a hydrant, a contest lim- 
ited to companies with hose wagons 
made from rebuilt pleasure cars; the 
same evolution for companies with 
standard, factory built apparatus; a 
pumping contest for pumpers with 4- 
inch or larger suctions; a smiliar con- 
test for pumpers with smaller suc- 
tions; a contest consisting of laying a 
150-foot line of hose; and inserting a 
siamese connection in a hose line al- 
ready laid and running a second line 
of hose from it. 
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Fire Hazard Buiz 


ACH picture below represents an important home fire bution in schools, through local newspapers, and in other 
hazard. How quickly can you recognize them all? This ways during Fire Prevention Week. The answers, which you 
quiz is printed in pamphlet form by the N.F.P.A. for distri- will find on page 9, include appropriate fire prevention hints. 
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N October 8 Fire Prevention Week 

will be ushered in by Presidential 
proclamation for the 18th consecutive 
year. During those years, this autumn 
week, the extended anniversary of the 
Great Chicago Fire on October 9, 1871, 
has become the regular check-up week 
for everyone interested in fire preven- 
‘tion and protection. Fire loss statistics 
ire announced, fire prevention bureaus 
check over their past activities and 
plan new and better ones, and fire de- 
partments look over their facilities and 
activities and plan to increase their 
effectiveness. 

Many fire departments last year ex- 
perimented for the first time with a 
new tool: the dwelling inspection. Visit- 
ing every home, the firemen of hun- 
dreds of communities depressed the fire 
loss of their area and gained the good 
will of the citizens. This year the same 
departments and many more are going 
to do it over again. Many will broaden 
its scope. Many will go outside their 
town to the nearby rural areas. 

The fireman that goes to the citizen, 
helps him to understand the fire pre- 
vention problem in his own home and 
shows him how it may be solved, earns 
that citizen’s admiration and respect. 
When the chief’s request for a new 
piece of apparatus is placed before 
him, he will think back to the Fire 
Prevention Week visit and say, “There’s 
a department that merits my support.” 

So Fire Prevention Week, 1939, will 
have a double barreled purpose for the 
13,000 odd fire departments of North 
America. They can maintain a favor- 
able fire record in their community by 
rousing the interest and cooperation of 
the citizens, and with the same motion 
advertise themselves as 100 percent 
fire fighters, battling them before they 
start, as well as while they burn. 

With the dwelling inspection pro- 
gram under way in so many cities and 
towns, national authorities begin to 
feel that community Fire Prevention 
Week work has arrived. The elaborate 
campaigns in many communities in- 
clude radio programs, lectures to all 
schools and civic organizations, fire 
prevention dramas, exhibits, demonstra- 
tions, posters and a cavalcade of new 
publicity ideas every year. 

But beyond the regular province of 
any fire department, $95,000,000 worth 
of farm property and 3,500 lives are 
the toll of fire every year. These folk 
are often beyond the range, also, of 
the regular Fire Prevention Week pro- 
grams. What they know of the cam- 
paign must come to them through an 
occasional newspaper item or a radio 
program which tells of what some city 
fire department is doing. Not feeling 
a part of the general movement the 
farm families are not in general struck 
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The 1939 Fire Prevention Week Poster 


Fire Prevention Week 
Campaign Material 


Charges must be made to cover cost of quantity 
distribution as below: 


Poster, (FPW 1) A two-color Fire Pre 
vention Week Poster, 12 x 16 in. (Illustrated 
above). Space for imprinting on bottom. 
Sample copies gratis, $1.00 per hundred, $8.50 per 
thousand. 


Leaflet. (FPW 2) A striking flyer, ““What 
Would Fire Mean to You?,” in red and 
black, 6 x 9 in., telling the story of Fire 
Prevention Week in condensed form, and 
giving the essential rules for fire safety. 
Intended for public distribution in schools, 
etc. Samp'e copies gratis, 50 cents per hundred, 
$3.50 per thousand. 


Fire Prevention Picture Book. (FPW 3) A 
16-page 6 x 9 in, booklet for school use, 
with pictures of familar home hazards, show- 
ing things children can do to prevent fires. 
The pictures are in outline form for color- 
ing with crayons. The back page is left 
blank for local imprinting. Price five cents per 
copy, $4.00 per hundred, $30 per thousand. 


Fire Hazard Picture Quiz, (FPW 4) A 
four-page reprint of the puzzle pictures on 
the page opposite and the answers on page 
9. Sample copies Bratis, 50 cents per hundred. 
$4.00 per thousand. 


Fire Door Stickers. (FPW 5) Two instruc- 
tive labels for fire dours. One cautions users 
not to fasten self-closing doors open, The 
other instructs occupants not to obstruct the 
operation of heat - actuated types, Red on 
yellow, 3 x 5 inches. Sample copies gratis; in 
blocks of 25, $.25 per block. 5 blocks, $1.00. Indi- 
cate which wording desired. 


Fire Prevertion Week Handbook. (FPW 6) 
A fifty-page illustrated handbook going into 
all phases of Fire Prevention Week and 
Clean-Up Campaigns. It is intended primarily 
for the guidance of committees and others 
planning Fire Prevention Week. It is also 
valuable to teachers and school superintend- 
ents. Price 15¢. per copy, $10.00 per hundred. 


Facts About Fire (FPW 7) A_ 1939, 16- 
rage Supplement to the Fire Prevention 
Week Handbook. This pamphlet contains 
material valuable for preparation of speeches, 
newspaper publicity, and radio broadcasts. 
Price 5¢ per cory, $3.50 per hundred 


Keep Your Home from Burning. (FPW 10) 
A two-color folder designed for general dis- 
tribution to homes. The last page is left 
blank for special imprinting if desired. 
Sample copies gratis, $1.50 per hundred, $8.50 per 
thousand. 


All the above prices are F. O. B. Boston. 
Orders will be shipped express collect un- 
less other shipping instructions are received. 
Single copies and small orders will be sent 
parcel post prepaid. Designating numbers in 
parenthesis after each title above are for 
convenience in ordering by telegram. Order 
early, avoid delay. 


National Fire 
Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


with the cooperative spirit of Fire Pre- 
vention Week and are left on the side- 
lines. Yet so long as any of them are 
left out there can be no wholly suc- 
cessful Fire Prevention Week. 

There are several ways in which the 
fire departments of cities can reach 
the rural areas with their campaign. 
Farm families read the town’s daily or 
weekly newspaper. The editor of this 
paper should not be allowed to over- 
look Fire Prevention Week. He can 
generally be persuaded to run one or 
two fire prevention appeals. 

Perhaps the most effective way to 
get the program actually working in 
the rural and farm homes is to take 
it to the children in the rural schools. 
There is a lot of information and 
printed material that you can give 
them that will awaken their interest 
and get back to the home with good 
effect. Children will find the Fire Pre- 
vention Picture Book or the new Fire 
Hazard Picture Quiz entertaining. They 
may also be given to take home for 
their parents the leaflets “Keep Your 
Home from Burning” or “What Would 
Fire Mean to You?” 

There is also available from the 
Agricultural Committee of the National 
Fire Waste Council, Washington, D.C., 
a set of directions for running down 
and correcting most farm fire hazards. 
You will increase the effectiveness of 
your campaign by writing for one of 
these and urging the editor of the pa- 
per to print it. The N.F.W.C. will also 
be glad to provide copies for any farm 
family that wishes to conduct a self 
inspection, and will make any farm 
boy or girl who directs the inspection 
in his own home a Junior Farm Fire 
Warden with appropriate credentials. 
This will go over big with the young- 
sters and tend to keep the farm fire 
prevention work going beyond the ac- 
tual bounds of Fire Prevention Week. 

Another point of contact between the 
community fire department and the 
rural areas is in the boy and girl 
scouts and the 4-H clubs. These or- 
ganizations should be urged to pro- 
mote the inspection campaign among 
their members and carry the work to 
the homes which will not be effectively 
reached through the schools or news- 
papers. 

For use in your town and in the 
rural areas as you see fit, the N.F.P.A. 
once again this year publishes at cost 
a wealth of aids to your campaign. 
These are listed in the adjoining col- 
umn. Samples of this material will be 
sent to any fire department on re- 
quest. Your order for supplies should 
be received early since these publica- 
tions are annually very popular and 
it is difficult to keep up with the de- 
mand. 
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HERE are nearly 200,000 forest 

fires a year and the damage to 
property that may be counted on the 
fingers is in the order of $50,000,000. 
There is a much greater loss in scenery, 
recreation and watershed values, in 
future growth of timber, in lost busi- 
ness and employment. 

In recent years there has been a 
quickening pulse in fire prevention and 
protection for the woodlands of Ameri- 
ca. Forest fire causes have been tabu- 
lated to show that over 90 per cent of 
them are strictly due to human stu- 
pidity and carelessness and should be 
prevented. Experience with fire fight- 
ing technique has shown that system- 
atic forest fire protection can minimize 
the effect of the fires which are caused 
by nature herself. These are the fires 
caused by lightning which amount to 
only 9 per cent of the total. The cam- 
paign to save our forests has centered 
around two projects: one to make man 
forest-fire conscious; the other to se- 
cure organized protection for all the 
forest land. 

Two interesting programs exemplify 
the work going on this summer. In 
Missouri an N.F.P.A. committee is at- 
tacking the problem of forest fire pub- 
licity and education. In Massachusetts 
the state department of conservation 
has faced the menace of hurricane- 
torn forests with the protection pro- 
gram described on the opposite page. 
Other New England states are taking 
similar measures. The Federal Govern- 
ment has appropriated $5,000,000 for 
forest fire prevention and hazard re- 
duction in the hurricane area. A large 
proportion is allotted to Massachusetts. 
The United States Forest Service is 
directing the work of administering 
this fund and giving New England its 
most extensive educational campaign 
in history. 


M ISSOURI is one of the few states 
without a National Forest. Not 
much more than 100,000 acres of the 
forest land in that state is owned by 
state, county, municipal and other 
governmental units. Missouri is not by 
any means, however, a forest-less state. 
There are more than 11,000,000 acres 
of woodland, making the state rank 
high in the country in this respect. 
Missouri first took steps to protect 
its forest wealth when, in 1936, a bi'l 
creating a state conservation commis- 
sion was placed on the ballot in Nov- 
ember and adopted by the citizens. 


200,000 “forest ‘Fizes 
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ACTIVITIES IN MISSOURI AND MASSACHUSETTS 


Last year a group of N.F.P.A. members 
banded together in a state committee 
which would act as a sub-committee of 
the N.F.P.A. Forest Committee. Their 
purpose was to assist the conservation 
commission in creating, among Missouri 
people, a real will to prevent forest 
fires. The state committee held its 
first meeting in September, 1938, where 
members discussed the forest situation 
in Missouri and planned their imme- 
diate activities. 


HE forest fire problem in Missouri 
- is not much different from that in 
many other states. There are a num- 
ber of uneducated and superstitious 
people who start fires purposely. These 
are not incendiary fires in the true 
sense of the word, for they are started 
to obtain any one of a dozen or so 
benefits, most of them purely imagined 
ones. They burn to make the grass 
greener,—to make hunting easier,—to 
wipe out bugs and snakes,—to make 
clearings for construction work. There 
are those who burn up small areas 
With the belief that the gaps they make 
will prevent big fires later. Such theo- 
ries are fallacious and vicious. It is 
the job of the forest fire preventionist 
to explode them. He must create 
a public will to save the forests. Not 
only the incendiarist but also careless 
smokers, campers and sportsmen will 
continue to burn them up as long as 
there is no such will. 

Here are some of the things the 
new N.F.P.A. committee is fighting to 
accomplish in Missouri. First of all, it 
is seeking the cooperation of every 
civic organization and every fire fight- 
ing organization to make the stamping 
out of forest losses a major activity. 
Committee members are studying the 
present statutes to discover what laws 
now exist controlling the burning off 
of weeds, grass, and general open 
spaces. If present laws are inadequate 
it intends to submit to the conserva- 
tion commission a general recommen- 
dation based on new ideas or ideas 
taken from laws of California or other 
states now having strict regulatory 
provisions. One particularly important 
law would prohibit the throwing out 
of car windows of any matches, ciga- 
rettes or cigars. Committee members 
have recommended that state authori- 
ties provide frequent picnic ovens and 
trash containers in parks and places 
now used for camping, and that it be 
made possible to go in with a state 
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agency to clear up under brush on 


private land that would endanger 
public reservations. 
A suggestion has been made for 


plowing wide fire guards adjacent to 
highways or county roads where these 
pass through or near forest or timber 
reservations. In this connection, a state 
body might be empowered to have su- 
pervision over a strip of land twenty 
or thirty feet wide along roads, whether 
privately owned or not. 

The committee recommends an at- 
tempt to prevent snagging of driftwood 
on bends of small country streams 
where, if accumulated, it becomes a 
fire menace. The disposal of rubbish 
near tourist stations, picnic grounds 
and general camping grounds involves 
another hazard which committee mem- 
bers feel should be regulated by some 
governmental agency. 

Farmers will be encouraged to con- 
struct artificial ponds and lakes for 
use in forest fire fighting near their 
lands. The Committee is cooperating 
with the conservation commission in 
planning increased efforts at refores- 
tation, forest patrol supervision, and 
replanting of burned off areas. A fire 
prevention message has been promin- 
ently displayed on the Missouri state 
road maps. 


HINGS which have already been 

done in Missouri include the film- 
ing of a forest fire for educational pur- 
poses, and a film showing forest fire 
prevention activities. Reprints of these 
movies were made by the Missouri In- 
spection Bureau and have been circu- 
lated through the state. 

Firemen from 42 different communi- 
ties were given the opportunity to see 
these committee films and get in touch 
with the N.F.P.A. Committee work 
when they attended the Missouri Cen- 
tral Fire School on May 24-25 this 
year. Forest fire prevention had pro- 
gressed to such an extent that a large 
part of the two-day program was de- 
voted to it. A large gathering of the 
public attended the movies. 

Missouri firemen before and since 
this school have cooperated enthusi- 
astically with the committee. In St. 
Louis they are arranging to feature 
forest fire prevention in all their Fire 
Prevention Week talks. The Missouri 
State Fire Prevention Association will 
do its bit by featuring forest fire pre- 
vention in all its meetings which are 
held at various parts of the state. 
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ASSACHUSETTS’ 5,000 square miles of forest 
fooled several experts by getting through the 
first two summer months of 1939 without a major burn. 
Though there are hurricane blow-downs in all parts of 
the state and entire forests are devastated in the central 
portions; though the driest July on record is being 


followed by an August drought which has dried the 
fallen timber to the flammability of tinder; and though 
over 2,000 fires have already started and been extin- 
guished, the total area burned has been less than 20,000 
acres and no single fire has consumed over 600 acres. 

One of the largest factors in this favorable record 
is the fire fighting organization which has been set up 
by the State Department of Conservation. This depart- 
ment maintains 39 forest fire trucks in hazardous loca- 
tions throughout the state. Fourteen of these are new 
and were ordered especially for service in the area most 
directly in the path of last fall’s hurricane. (Districts 5, 
6 and 7. See Map.) Five of the new units are shown in 
the picture below. They are equipped with 100-gallon 
pumps, a supply of 2-inch suction hose, 275-gallon water 
tanks, and 2,500 feet of 1's-inch fire hose each. 

The Department of Conservation has taken other 
special steps to protect the three central districts. It 
has equipped several of the fire lookout towers with two- 
way radio. It has installed the office of the district dis- 


patcher to keep track of the location of all state equip- 
ment and summon it to fires. 

When a lookout spots a fire, he reports it first to the 
local fire warden, who is often the fire chief of the 
nearest town. The town apparatus then rolls to the fire 
immediately and makes the preliminary attack. Mean- 
while the lookout calls the dispatcher. The dispatcher 
has a map showing areas of different degrees of hazard. 
After consulting this he summons whatever state appa- 
ratus he deems necessary for quick and sure control. 
Ordinarily he calls only the apparatus from his own 
district. Sometimes he calls the local apparatus of sur- 
rounding towns. If he judges the fire an extremely 
dangerous one he may send to adjoining districts for 
state aid. 

The CCC Border Camps, organized in the hurricane 
area for the purpose of trimming slash and clearing out 
brush, form another fire fighting force available to the 
dispatcher. Each camp is provided with a portable pump 
and 2,000 feet of hose. There are 120 men, all experi- 
cnced in CCC work, located at each camp. They do not 
respond to fires unless summoned by the dispatcher or 
the district fire warden. 

In fire districts outside the hurricane area, there is 


no dispatcher. State apparatus is summoned only by 
the district warden. 
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AUL O. JOHNSON, Chief of the 

Oregon, Illinois, Volunteer Fire 
Department, has been a volunteer for 
more than twenty years. His town was 
among the first to attempt rural fire 
protection. In 1924 the purchase of a 
new double chemical unit released the 
original piece of motor apparatus owned 
by the department, a model T Ford 
with a chemical tank. Johnson sug- 
gested to the town officials that the 
old truck be maintained to make coun- 
try runs, if for no other reason than 
to make a gesture of good will. 

Here is the story of rural fire pro- 
tection in Oregon for the past fifteen 
years, told in Chief Johnson’s own 
words: 

“TI recall vividly our first run to the 
country. A little boy had been playing 
with matches and he had set fire to 
the hay stack around the farm build- 
ings. None of the buildings were in- 
volved but they were threatened by 
the heat from the burning stacks. We 
stayed at this farm for four hours and 
by reloading our chemical unit, we 
were able to prevent the spread of fire 
to the buildings. We knew we had done 
good work. 

“Later we received an alarm about 
7 o’clock in the morning during one 
of the hot dry spells when the tem- 
perature had been running well over 
100 degrees for a fortnight. We made 
the run of about a mile and a half to 
find that the combination corn crib 
and hog house at a farm were com- 
pletely involved. The fire had resulted 
from the back fire of a tractor in the 
corn crib igniting newly baled hay. As 
we were pulling into the yard, the 
flames reached a large horse barn con- 
taining over sixty tons of hay. We 
made no attempt to save that building 
for there were three other buildings 
immediately threatened: a large dairy 
barn well worth $5,000, a granary and 
a milk house. The latter two were not 
more than 35 feet distant from the 
barn. Using a barn door as a shield, 
we set up between the barn and these 
buildings and for more than two hours 
sprayed them with water. The water 
supply on the premises was soon ex- 
hausted and it was necessary for us 
to arrange to have the water hauled 
in for reloading our chemical tanks. 

“You can be sure we conserved water 
and used it only when the building 
indicated an ignition point. Although 


Rural Fire 
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EXPERIENCE AND IDEAS 





our men suffered a great deal from 
the terrific heat and took a lot of 
punishment, we were successful in sav- 
ing the other buildings on this farm 
much to the surprise of all the neigh- 
bors and spectators. 

“In these and similar fires we learned 
what could be done with a small supply 
of water if properly used. The success 
we had with our wornout antiquated 
chemical unit set us dreaming of what 
we could do with a rig especially de- 
signed and constructed to handle the 
conditions confronting us in the 
country. We, therefore, concentrated 
our efforts on the acquisition of a 500- 
gallon pumping engine fully equipped 
for rural use. Finally, through the co- 
operation of our members, business 
men, city, and subscription, we were 
able to acquire one. 


ee UR first call with the new truck 

came late in March from a farm 
situated approximately three miles 
southeast of our city. I arrived at the 
fire approximately two minutes before 
the truck to find that the entire roof 
of a modern farm home was involved. I 
found that the available water supply 
constituted approximately 450 gallons 
of water in a milk tank and 100 gal- 
lons of water in a tank in the basement 
of the house. To save time, we did not 
pump from either tank but opened 
our booster tanks and took one line 
into the dwelling and one to the roof. 
Our booster lines were equipped with 
quarter inch shut off tips and we 
pumped about 160 pound pressure in 
order to tear off burning shingles and 
debris, realizing that we were going to 
have a very difficult time. We organized 
the spectators into a bucket brigade, 
using milk pails and cans to carry the 
water from tanks to our truck and 
commandeered a passing milk hauler’s 
truck to haul water in from neighbor- 
ing farms. It seemed fully ten minutes 
before we were able to show any head- 
way against the flames. Then we real- 
ized that if our water supply lasted, we 
had the fire under control. When we 
had the fire in the upper structure of 
the dwelling practically extinguished, 
our engineer indicated that he had six 
inches of water left in the booster 
tanks. My hopes fell, for the ceiling 
had collapsed, covering the second 


floor of the dwelling with at least six 
inches of burning charcoal and debris. 
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I set a crew to work shoveling this 
debris out through the windows in a 
frantic effort to prevent the fire from 
again getting away from us. Fortu- 
nately, the milk hauler arrived about 
this time with 400 gallons of water and 
we were able to go ahead and clean up 
the fire. Although the dwelling above 
the second floor was badly damaged, 
the only damage below was a wet spot 
on the ceiling. The total loss on the 
dwelling amounted to $1,400. It was 
the first building we had ever saved 
in the country. Neighbors and specta- 
tors admitted that it was an unbeliev- 
able stop. We, of course, felt the same 
way and had learned the power of the 
equipment we had. 

“There are many more examples of 
our successful work at country fires. 
We average about twelve to fifteen 
such calls a year. Some of them are 
of little consequence, but we have 
since 1924 saved at least $75,000 worth 
of farm property. Now we should like 
to have an auxiliary tank truck with 
a draft pump attached to haul water 
to these country fires. There are many 
accessories that we would also like to 
obtain but we find that our source of 
income is not even sufficient to guar- 
antee the replacement of our one 
truck. If our city ceased to maintain 
it, we would not be able to keep it 
equipped. 


ee HERE lies the weakness of rural 
fire protection. It is natural that 

the rural areas look to their nearest 
trading centers for fire protection. It is 
natural that the business and profes- 
sional men of that community will 
want to give them such protection, but 
in most cases, it is not practicable. 
The expense is too great. An examina- 
tion of the records of fire departments 
serving rural areas should disclose the 
same good results as that of my par- 
ticular department and definitely es- 
tablish the fact that rural fire protec- 
tion is feasible and can be accom- 
plished. I firmly believe, however, that 
to establish rural fire protection per- 
manently, it is going to be necessary 
to have improved legislation on the 
organization of rural fire departments.” 
The N.F.P.A. publishes in its book- 
let, Rural Fire Departments, model 
legislation suitable for adoption in any 
state or province which wishes to 
provide modern rural fire protection. 
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DANGER IN 
DUMP FIRES 


By Warren Y. Kimball 


NE of the fascinations of fire 
fighting is the uncertainty which 
is a part of the business. Firemen are 
apt to find danger and excitement in 
the most unexpected places. That is, 
perhaps, one reason why adventurous 
men from all walks of life are attracted 
into the ranks of volunteer fire de- 
partments. 

For example, citizens of the average 
town have for years considered the 
town dump a necessary evil and fire- 
men have found the inevitable dump 
fire to be a source of humiliation which 
they perhaps philosophically accept as 
needed to compensate for the plaudits 
they may receive in the performance 
of more spectacular fire fighting or 
rescue jobs. However, while dump fires 
may lack dignity and “glamour,” they 
should not be treated too lightly; as 
though the only hazards involved were 
the dispersion of smoked-out rats, the 
protection of fire hose from broken 
glass, and the ultimate object of 
quenching the source of unpleasant 
odors. On at least two recent occasions 
just as fire departments were laying 
hose to fight dump fires, serious ex- 
plosions occurred in the dumps which 
were not only thrilling and spectacu- 
lar, but which might easily have had 
fatal results had the blasts occurred 
seconds later when the firemen had 
approached closer to the blaze. These 
exposions were in each case reported 
as due to discarded lacquer or thinner 
drums. 

In these days when flammable 
liquids and other dangerous substances 
are used in every community, fire de- 
partments should be somewhat cautious 
about pushing their crews into the 
heart of a dump fire, particularly if 
any discarded liquid containers are 
visible. 

Most dump fires can be better han- 
dled by setting up heavy streams from 
a cleaner and safer location. As a 
matter of fact, fire departments have 
a right to squawk if they get many 
calls to dump fires. Proper supervision 
of dumping and the provision of a 
private hydrant and hose should nor- 
mally take care of the situation. Good 
fire hose should not be abused by 
dragging it across tin cans and broken 
glass into a dump fire. 

The best solution of all is to have the 
city provide a simple municipal in- 
cinerator in which combustible rubbish 
can be safely disposed of without the 
unsightly appearance and unpleasant 
odors inevitably associated with the 
public dump. 


ROAM BAT 


FIRST AID KIT 





The M.S.A. 24-unit Fire Depart- 
ment First Aid Kit 


Especially designed to meet the requirements 
of today’s fire fighters, M.S.A. Fire Depart- 
ment First Aid Kits contain every essential 
for the correct treatment of injuries on the 
scene of the emergency—complete from anti- 
septic swabs to tourniquet, forceps and 
scissors. Each dressing is contained in its 
individual Type D unit package, clearly 
labeled with illustrated instructions for rapid 
application; arranged in logical order in a 
strong steel case with separate inner section. 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


BRADDOCK, THOMAS AND MEADE STS., PITTSBURGH, PA. 











A molded rubber gasket between inner and 
outer sections of the case, together with 
special clamps, seals the contents against 
contamination from smoke, water and dirt, 
assuring sanitary condition of the dressings 
at all times. 


The cases are built of 20-gauge steel, 
electrically welded, and are designed to with- 
stand rough handling. With an attractive 


finish in bright red enamel, and the initials 
of your Department applied 
without extra charge, these Nn 


sturdy and practical Kits 
have an appearance in keep- 
ing with their performance. Q 


District Representatives in Principal. Cities 




























40 RECTOR STREET 


Name 


Title 


Address 


City 


The Fire Chief Says: 


“THIS APPROVED* 
EQUIPMENT Cosmdlines 
DEPENDABILITY, LOW COST!” 


* Approved by insurance companies, national fire protection authori- 
ties, underwriters associations and fire departments . . . 
barrels filled with a Solvay Calcium Chloride solution are the lowest 
cost dependable equipment that can be recommended for fighting 
class A fires; and they can’t get out of order. 

Here are a few of the reasons why you should recommend the use 
of this equipment at lumberyards, farms, camps, factories, and similar 
places in your district: Solutions of calcium chloride will not freeze 
down to—50°F., will not evaporate, turn foul or weaken with age; are 
non-poisonous, non-staining, odorless . . D 

Send coupon for free book which gives complete details. 


SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION 


Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by The Solvay Process Company 


Affiliated with 


FIRE 


fire pails and 


. low in cost and easy to make. 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Please send me your booklet on dependable, low cost fire protection. 


State 63 
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RECENT issue of The Chief, New 

York Civil Service newspaper, tells 
of an interesting treatment of a false 
alarm case by Magistrate Matthew 
Troy of the Brooklyn Felony Court. 
Two youths were sentenced to thirty 
days in the workhouse for sounding a 
false alarm on July fourth. In passing 
sentence the judge said: 

“I’m sentencing you men for a spe- 
cial reason. I took this case along with 
me because I was told that there was 
an attempt to make it a political fix. 

“Several days ago I learned that 
these two defendants were told that 
they didn’t need a lawyer, that the 
politicians would fix the case. Later I 
was informed that someone in high 
office was trying to get hold of me in 
connection with this case. In fact I 
received two telephone calls while on 
the bench in regard to this case. 

“I did not answer the calls, but I 
am checking on them and making a 
thorough investigation. There will be 
no fixing while I am sitting. These 
men endangered the lives of a score of 
firemen. They stripped a residential 
district of fire protection. They caused 
the city expense and one of them went 
around bragging that he could fix the 
case. Now let them try to fix the 30- 
day sentence.” 

This is the kind of treatment that 
will one day wipe out the false alarm 
and with it a major part of the danger 
to firemen’s lives. The N.F.P.A. depart- 
ment of Fire Record has reports of 
many injuries to firemen caused by 
collisions and falls from trucks while 
responding to false alarms. The type 
of stupidity which permits American 
citizens maliciously to endanger the 
lives of those employed or volunteering 
to serve them should be mercilessly 
wiped out. Magistrate Matthew Troy 
deserves the congratulations of every 
fire department. 
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N recent months there have been 
many cases reported where lumber 
yards and isolated industrial plants 
located in small communities have 
suffered large losses and frequently 
complete destruction by fire. In the 
large majority of these cases the fires 
have started during nights or holidays 
and have gained great headway before 
being discovered by passing motorists, 
railroad engineers, or others who have 
observed the fire from a distance. It 
is a well known fact that many plants 
today have no watchman protection at 
all, even when located at isolated points 
where a town patrolman is not likely 
to spot a fire quickly. It is also true, 
unfortunately, that at many such 
plants the water supplies available for 
fire fighting are, at best, only adequate 
for incipient blazes. By the time a fire 
has broken out of a building and is 
discovered from a distance it is usual- 
ly beyond the control of available fire 
fighting facilities. With these facts in 
mind the fire departments of smail 
cities and towns, in which such isolated 
plants furnish employment to their 
citizens, would do well to urge the em- 
ployment of watchmen when plants 
are not in operation. Many of these 
needless losses due to belated discovery 
have involved amounts from $25,000 to 
$100,000. These values deserve protec- 
tion from fire and theft and should 
make the small wages necessary for 
employment of a watchman a worth- 
while business investment. 


EADERS of the July issue will re- 

call the story of the Baptist 
Church fire at Luling, Texas. This was 
a typical wooden shingle roof fire. 
Sparks were thrown over a wide area 
and the fire department had a tcugh 
job on its hands. 

There’s an interesting sequel to that 
story. Groesbeck, Texas, is a town of 
approximately 2,000 population. It is 
about 150 miles north of Luling, and 
40 miles east of the City cf Waco, near 
the center of the state. On the fourth 
of July the driver of its 750-gallon 
pumper was sitting in quarters. VoLuUN- 
TEER FIREMEN had just arrived and he 
was reading about the Luling fire when 
an alarm came in for a shingle roof 
fire. It turned out to be the circum- 
stances of the Luling fire all over 
again. A trash fire set two large dwell- 
ings ablaze, spread to a shingle-roofed 
building across the street, threatened a 
school building (which fortunately had 
a fire retardant roof) and threw sparks 






over a wide area, setting fire to roofs 
of nine negro dwellings over a mile 
away! 

As at Luling, the fire was near the 
edge of town with the wind blowing 
sparks away from the built-up districts. 
The Groesbeck Fire Department with 
help from the fire department of 
Mexia, 13 miles away, by fast work, 
brought the fires under control. 


EMBERSHIP in the Volunteer 
Firemen’s Section is now 680 de- 
partments and 14,916 men. Last month 
24 companies with 507 men renewed 
membership. The following 16 depart- 
ments with 319 men are newly enrolled. 
Belle Glade Fire Department, Belle 
Glade, Florida. 

Topeka Township Fire Department, 
Topeka, Kansas. 

Duncan Volunteer Fire Department, 
Duncan, Nebraska. 

Cedar Knoll Engine Company, Cedar 
Knoll, New Jersey. 

Los Lunas Fire Department, Los Lunas, 
New Mexico. 

East End Volunteer Fire Company, 
Inc., East Farmingdale, New York. 

Setauket Fire Department, East Se- 
tauket, New York. 

Red Hook Fire Company, Inc., Red 
Hook, New York. 

St. James Fire Department, St. James, 
New York. 

Officers’ Association of the Eastchester 
Fire Department, Scarsdale, New 
York. 

Tennessee Eastman Corporation, Kings- 
port, Tennessee. 

Beeville Fire Department, Inc., Bee- 
ville, Texas. 

John H. Enders Fire Company, Berry- 
ville, Virginia. 

Western States Firemen’s Association, 
Seattle, Washington. 

Randolph Volunteer Fire Co., 
dolph, Wisconsin. 

Noranda Mines’ Fire Department, No- 
randa, Quebec. 


Ran- 





A Problem Question 
FOR SEPTEMBER 


Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 


94 


What is the difference between a 
siamese and a wye connection? 


The answer to the problem 
question for August will be 
found on page 3. 


n, 


N.F.P. A. 
Membership 


for 
Your Company 
or Department 


Membership with unusual ad- 
vantages is available to fire com- 
panies and fire departments 
through the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association. Here’s the 
simple plan: 

Your company or department 
applies for regular membership 
in the N.F.P.A. and pays the 
minimum $10 annual dues. When 
the application is accepted, the 
company or department begins 
to receive at headquarters the 
monthly bulletins and publica- 
tions sent regularly to all mem- 
bers of the Association. Also 
comes a 100-page Quarterly Mag- 
azine (four times during the mem- 
bership year), a volume of annu- 
al Proceedings (over 400 pages), 
a Directory of members, and an 
Index to printed publications. 
You thus build up a nice fire 
library. Membership also places 
at the disposal of the company 
or department the Information 
Service of the Association. 


Membership Plan Inc!udes 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
for Your Compary or Department 
The publications and services 
enumerated above are what reg- 
ular N.F.P.A. members get for 
their $10 annual dues. The spe- 
cial membership plan of the Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Section provides 
that in addition you get VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN magazine for 
the men in your company or 
department. (The $10 minimum 
dues allows you to enroll up to 
20 men to receive the magazine: 
50c per year extra for each man 
in excess of 20 enrolled.) VOL- 
UNTEER FIREMEN is mailed to 
each man’s home address. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR 
SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


If your company or department is 
now a member, pass this coupon to 
some other company or department 
which might like to enjoy the benefits 
of this plan. 


National Fire Protection Association, 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.: 


Please send me a membership anpli- 
eation blank. I am interested in your 


special membership plan for our com- 
pany or department. 


(Chief, Sec’y, Capt. ete.) 


Name of Company or Department 


ANSWERS 


To Picture Quiz On Page 2 


1. CIGARETTE. Careless smoking is a 
chief cause of home fires. Never smoke 
in bed. On dry leaves and brush, dis- 
carded smoking materials cause one 
quarter of all forest fires. Never throw 
lighted butts from your car. 


2. Home Dry CLEANING. Any home 
use of flammable liquids is dangerous. 
Gasoline vapor is treacherous and 
ignites readily. Use non-flammable 
cleaning fluids or call the dry cleaner. 


3. KEROSENE Lamp. If overturned or 
placed too close to combustible ma- 
terials such lamps often start serious 
fires. Never fill them or store kerosene 
for them in the house. Quickening 
fires in stoves with kerosene is sheer 
folly. 


4. FIRECRACKERS. Homes are destroyed 
and children are killed and maimed 
in shocking numbers each year by the 
unregulated use of fireworks. Only ex- 
perts should be allowed to discharge 
them. Sparklers are also dangerous. 


5. Exectrric Iron. The electric iron 
is a frequent cause of home fires. Turn 
it off whenever you go out of the room. 
Otherwise it may be forgotten and set 
fire to your house. 


6. Excetsior. Flammable rubbish is 
the number one hazard of homes. The 
least spark will ignite it and it is an 
efficient fire spreader. Never leave it 
in closets, hallways, under stairs or 
anywhere where it may block exit 
during a fire. It should be stored in 
covered metal barrels, removed as fre- 
quently as possible. 
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7. Bripcep Fuse. The fuse box is 
the safety valve of your electric cir- 
cuit. If abused in this way it no longer 
functions and a simple short circuit 
may destroy your home. Dangerous 
overloading of your wiring is permit- 
ted by this coin. Respect your fuse 
protection and save your home. 


8. Matcues. These are the strike- 
anywhere kind. Children burn them- 
selves to death by the hundred play- 
ing with them. Keep them out of 
reach of small children. Never leave 
small children alone in the house. Such 
matches are often ignited accidenta'ly, 
even by adults. Safety matches are 
much safer. 


9. NeGLECT Or BASEMENT. Exposed 
lath is easily ignited. Holes in cellar 
ceilings allow flames from burning 
rubbish or other basement fire to get 
into the walls. Wall spaces act as flues 
and spread fires through the house. 
Most home fires start in basements. 
Plug all vertical openings with non- 
combustible materials. 


10. CHIMNEY. Defective chimneys 
and heating apparatus together cause 
the greatest number of home fires. In- 
spect your chimney each year. If dirty, 
have it cleaned by a professional. Check 
your heating apparatus before starting 
it each fall. Rusted metal smoke pipes 
should be replaced. 


11. ASHES IN WOODEN CONTAINER. 
Ashes, even apparently cold ones, 
should never be placed in a combustible 
container. To do this is to take an 
uneven chance with fire. Thousands 
of homes are burned annually by this 
mistake. 


12. SparK Burn on wooden shingled 
roof. The third greatest cause of home 
fires is this one. Of the great confla- 
grations since 1900. wooden roofs 
spread the fire in over half. The burn- 
ing shingles blow off and soar hundreds 
of feet, dropping to start new fires on 
other roofs. 





The ‘‘Model A’”’ Super 


Which Every Volunteer Fire 
D:-partment Should Know About 


Every volunteer Fire De- 
partment should know the 
exclusive qualities of this 
first-aidextinguisher which 
experience shows should 
be the first to be carried 
into any fire because :— 
FIRST :— 
It is safe to use on electri- 
cal fires. Fyr-Fyter fluid is 
not only a powerful fire 
extinguisher fluid, but a 
most certain insulation— 
safeguarding the operator 
against serious injury or 
possible death from elec- 
trical contact. 
Both AND SECOND:— 
1 Quart = [t is effective on concealed 
i fires in walls and other 
Sizes ‘hard to reach” locations 
and is effective also on 
fires in greases, oils and the more 
flammable liquids. 
SALESMEN WANTED 
If you are interested in adding to 
your income by spare time work or 
in building a permanent business 
for yourself without investment in 
stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 


THE FYR-FYTER COMPANY 


Dept. 20-45 DAYTON, OHIO 


On gasoline and other flam- 
mable liquid fires 


THE 
FOAMITE 
GENERATOR 


Model 17 


insures you—quick—dependable 
—positive—control. 


Write for descriptive folder. 


AMERICAN -[AFRANCE-FOAMITE (ORPORATION 


20 LaFrance St. Elmira, N. Y. 
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TOMORROW'S SUN! 
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FEDERAL. ELECTRIC CO. INC. 


8717 SOUTH STATE STREET CHICACO, ILLINOIS 


“SF-21” Fire Department Type 
Capacity 1200 gallons of 
foam per minute 


Invertible hopper for running board 
mounting 


NATIONAL-FOMON 


Generators and Chemicals 


NATIONAL FOAM SYSTEM 


INCORPORATED 


Philadelphia, U.S. A. 


ACH month three cash awards are 

given jointly by the Pyrene Manu- 
facturing Company of Newark, New Jer- 
sey, and VOLUNTEER FIREMEN to firemen 
who write the best letters telling of effec- 
tive work done with approved fire extin- 
guishers. The prizes are: first, $10.00; 
second, $3.00; and third, $2.00. To win 
one of the prizes does not require any 
fancy writing ability. If you know of a 
fire where good work was done with an 
extinguisher just tell the facts in your 
own way. The judges want to know 
what type extinguisher (carbon tetra- 
chloride, foam, soda acid, etc.) was 
used. It is not necessary to name the 
make of extinguisher. The contest is 
open to members of fire departments 
including organized industrial brigades. 
Read the contest rules below. Next 
month perhaps you can be a prize 
winner. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 


RAYMOND BURNS 
Wellington Hose, No. 1 
St. Stephen, New Brunswick 


“Extinguished Before We Arrived” 


I was sitting in the fire station read- 
ing a paper when a call came in from 
a gasoline filling station about 300 
yards down the street. We answered 
the alarm but found the fire extin- 
guished. 

Here is what had happened: A large 
truck drove into the station for gaso- 
line. The operator of the station passed 
the driver the gasoline hose to put in 
the tank which was under the seat. 
He then headed back into the station 
for a wrench. He had not gone a half 
dozen steps when he heard a shout 
behind him. Turning around, he saw 
the truck in a mass of flames. The 
gasoline had been ignited by a ciga- 
rette which the driver was smoking. 

The service station operator snatched 
the hose out of the cab of the truck 
and threw it to the ground. While the 
driver ran to turn in an alarm he ran 
into the station for a 1-quart carbon 
tetrachloride extinguisher. With a 
couple of squirts he extinguished the 
fire which covered the gasoline hose. 
He then turned his attention to the 
truck and had the fire completely out 
before we arrived. 

A large loss was possible had this 
fire spread to the service station. It 
was a two story building, the top half 
of which was the owner’s home. We 
were all very thankful that this ex- 
tinguisher was handy and effective. 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 


Barney J. OTTO 
Fire Department 
Denison, Iowa 


“Would Not Have Believed It” 


On a very hot afternoon in June, I 
was unloading a truck of gasoline to 
one of our pump tanks in the business 
district. As I was standing there keep- 
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ing watch, while the gasoline drained 
from the truck into the tank, I noticed 
a man approaching light a cigarette. 
Before I could say a thing he had 
flipped the lighted match to the ground 
at the rear of the truck. The match 
ignited the fumes and fire traveled to 
the manhole in the underground tank. 
One of the boys ran into the garage 
and grabbed a 112-quart carbon tetra- 
chloride extinguisher which we always 
have ready. He shot it right at the 
opening and immediately extinguished 
the blaze. 

I believe his quick action averted a 
very serious fire and terrible explosion 
in the business district. I have been 
connected with the department for 
some twenty five years but had I not 
been present I would not have believed 
this could happen. 


THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 


C. L. STaups 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Wiggins, Mississippi 


Foam Extinguisher Saves Tractor 


About two months ago the city trac- 
tor came into a filling station to be 
serviced. When the necessary work had 
been done the driver cranked the ma- 
chine. After he got it going he stopped 
to exchange a few words with some 
men who were hanging around the 
service station. When he looked around 
again, the tractor had caught fire. 

The machine was sitting beside a gas 
pump and was within ten feet of an 
11,000-gallon tank of the liquid. For- 
tunately the chief of our department 
was there. He grabbed the portable 
foam extinguisher with which the 
station was equipped and turned it on 
the tractor. The fire was put out im- 
mediately, saving the tractor and very 
probably the service station. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


ELpon L. WIBLE, Fire Department, 
Red Bluff, California. 


LEON ARNOLD, Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Newellton, La. 


STANLEY JOHNSON, Chief, Volunteer 
Fire Department, Luzerne, Penn- 
sylvania. 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department. 

2. Letters are to describe actual experi- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher of 
any make has saved lives or property. 

3. Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 

4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience. 

5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th of the 
month will be judged in following month's 
competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: Ist, 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest, National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, 
Mass. 





— knows the value of Mack ap- 
paratus. Since 1934, this progressive New 
England city has purchased 14 Mack engines 
—8 pumpers, 3 hose wagons, and 3 ladder 
trucks. The latest of these is shown above. 
Chief Thos. F. Burns of Bridgeport gives 


other fire chiefs this praise of Mack: 

“Our continued yearly purchasing of Macks 
is based on their superior road and pumping 
ability plus greater stamina and better service.” 

Now is the time to modernize your depart- 
ment with Mack equipment! 
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Honolulu Lowers the ‘Fire L055 / 


HONOLULU 
BUSINESS DISTRICT 


al 
7 - 
¥ a oe 


Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc. 


THREE-FOLD FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 
A PROFITABLE INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC SAFETY 


h ll Three-Fold fire alarm system with an increase of 46% in 

x eeiciunioe was installed in Honolulu, T. H., early in 1933. Statistics 

} the fire record of Honolulu for five-year periods preceding and 
installation, are quoted as follows: 


1928-1932 1933-1937 
neues 2,511 3,315 Increase 32% 
Fire Loss .......-. §700616 $326,657 Decrease 53% 
Average Loss Per Fire $279 $98 Decrease 65% 


extinguished in their incipiency result in low fire losses. Alarms 
promptly ¢ given keep fire losses small. The Gamewell Three-Fold fire alarm 
system with an adequate distribution of boxes, visibly located at all points 
of fire hazard, provides the most effective means of accomplishing this result. 


Three-Fold Fire Fires 
Alarm Box Ac- eae 
cessibly and 
Visibly Mount- 
ed on a Type 


U1000-6 Ped- A SYSTEM FOR EVERY CITY 


ic _ ‘THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


CATALOGUE NEWTON UPPER FALLS - MASSACHUSETTS 








